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WHAT IS THE SDAPI? 

• Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index commonly called 

SDAPI 

• An online index sponsored by the Association of 

Seventh-day Adventist Librarians (ASDAL) 

• Indexes about 60 Adventist magazines and journals 

• Current (2012) + back  

   to 1973 

• Review and Herald 

   back to 1957 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Began as various independent projects at different 

college libraries  

• 1960s more focused and substantive discussion among 

NAD college and university librarians 

• Late 1960s began a pilot project 

• Headquartered at Loma Linda  

   University in California, USA 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Early 1970s collected an editor and a staff 

• Very labor intensive  

• Typing cards 

• Filing 

• Compiling 

• Produced a printed Index 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Some years did not have printed Indexes due to 

organizational and financial difficulties 

• 1973-1974 

• 1979-1980 

• Regular from 1981 

 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Two or three editors and numerous staff members during 

the 20 years located at Loma Linda University 

• Through the years the Index suffered from a shortage of 

money to pay the editor and staff, and for printing and 

distribution 

 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• 1992 the Index moved to Andrews University as a cost 

saving measure 

• Daniel J. Drazen brought in as the editor 

• Indexing work at Andrews began using the newly 

installed Library catalog software thanks to Harvey 

Brenneise 

• Indexing available in real time via Library catalog 

• Data exported annually to create printed Index 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Late 1990s the printing and distribution costs became 

prohibitive 

• CD-ROM for distribution 

• Switch from Innovative to Folio 

• Folio is the same software  

   used by the Ellen G. White  

   Writings CD; however, the  

   White Estate did a LOT of  

   changes to customize their  

   interface 



SDAPI HISTORY 

• Folio was not well liked—lacked nice interface 

• Early 2000s switched back to Innovative for online; 

retained Folio for CD-ROM 



USING THE SDAPI 

• http://www.andrews.edu/library/car/sdapiindex.html 

 

http://www.andrews.edu/library/car/sdapiindex.html
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SDAPI TODAY 

• 2010 & 2011 began doing some linking from SDAPI 

citations to the AdventistArchives.org database 

• 2011 began downloading our own issues and providing 

links 

• About 1/3 of citations, the recent ones, have links 

• Adventist Review and Ministry 



SDAPI IN THE FUTURE 

• Citation Indexing verses Full Text 

• Google search: about 8,750,000 results (0.16 seconds)  

• Impressive, but who wants to work through 8.75 million 

results? 

• Analytical index provides more limited but potentially 

more useful results 



SDAPI IN THE FUTURE 

• Uncertain if analytical indexing will be able to survive in 

the face of growing acceptance and expectation of full 

text 

• Many scholars recognize the value but is it sustainable? 

• SDAPI will maintain it as long as possible because we 

feel analytic indexing is important 

• What do you think?   
• This is your chance to help direct the future of the Index 



SDAPI GOVERNANCE 

• SDAPI Publication Board 

• Chair—Library director of host institution [currently Andrews University] 

• Managing Editor—from host institution  [that’s me] 

• General Conference and North American Division representatives 

• Loma Linda University representative 

• 3 library directors from financially supporting institutions 

• Meet twice a year and as needed 



SDAPI FINANCE 

• General Conference 

• North American Division Office of Education 

• North American Division university and college libraries 

• Subscriptions 

• Total for the 2012-2013 year: $73,295 



SDAPI FINANCES AND THE FUTURE 

• Issues Faced 

• Budgets getting tight for everyone 

• Subscription income is dropping from what it was a few years ago 

• Some institutions pay disproportionately more than is fair for them 

 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 

• We realize for most of you it would be extremely difficult 

if not impossible to be a full supporting institution 

• US$3.00 per full time equivalent student 

• For some of you it would be possible to be a full 

supporting institution or some portion 

• Life is not free and information is not free 

• For 40 years your sister institutions in North America 

have provided this Index free for you 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 

• In recognition of your  

• growing academic and financial strength 

• demand for access to resources due to increasing programs 

• Increasing number of graduate programs (religion, theology, 

education, and health) 

• The SDAPI Board (and NAD schools) would like to invite 

you to consider becoming at least a partial contributor to 

the ongoing support of the SDAPI  



SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST  

PERIODICAL INDEX 

• Questions? 

 

• If you want to become involved as a supporter please 

talk with me this week 

• fordjim@andrews.edu 
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